26. LETTER TO HAJI ISMAIL HAJI ABOOBAKER

[JOHANNESBURG,]
July 17, 1905

DEAR SHETH HAJI ISMAIL HAJI ABOOBAKER,

I have received a letter from Omar Sheth in which he says that this
expenditure is too much. I have also read your last two letters. I think
they lack in the requisite courtesy. Omar Sheth is your uncle; therefore
the letters from your end should be full of courtesy as only befits your
noble family.

What Omar Sheth says about expenses deserves to be carefully con-
sidered. There is a world of difference between the time when Omar
Sheth visited England and the present. The rents have gone down by
half and will go down still further. The expenses here are met from the
rents received, so that the time has come when you have to live on capital
I think your estate is such that it should never be necessary for you to
live on your capital Even millionaires who fell back on their capital have
run through it. My earnest advice to you, therefore, is that you should
be very careful in spending money on your household. I believe some of
the expenditure can be reduced. Please take good care of your health.
Exercise and regulated diet are the essential things.

Salaams from

M. K, GANDHI

HAJI ISMAIL HAJI ABOOBAKER AMOD ZAVERI, ES&

PORBXJNDER

KATHIAWAD

VIA BOMBAY

From the Gujarati in Gandhiji's hand: Letter Book (1905): No, 693

27. LETTER TO "THE DAILT EXPRESS"
JOHANNESBURG,
[After July 17, 1905]
TO
THE EDITOR
The Daily Express
SIR,
I trust you will allow me to reply to your correspondent who,
under the elegant pseudonym of "Sinkramsam", has attacked British
Indians through your columns in your issue of the 17th instant. There is
a homely Indian saying that you can take a horse to a watercourse but